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The effects of 5 mg of methylphenidate (Ritalin or MPH) on the
T.O.V.A.s of a physician with an attention deficit disorder (ADD) are
represented.  Shown are the mean response times (RT) or speed with
which he correctly responded or reacted to the visual target. The mean
RT of 580 +150 milliseconds in the test without medication (bold
lines) is signifianctly slower than normal for an adult.  Indeed, 580
msec is normal for six year old boys with average IQs.  In contrast,
the mean RT of 340 msec in the test given 1.5 hours after 5 mg of
MPH (thin lines) is normal for an adult.  Thus, a person with ADD can
process infromation faster, more consistently, and more accurately
with medication.
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